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“SERVICE to HUMANITY GIVES MEANING and PURPOSE to OUR LIVES “

January 2019

2018 is history and we are halfway through our Lion year. Now is 
the time to reflect on your club accomplishments and review 
where you stand, in reference to the goals your club established 
at the beginning of the year. In addition to your club goals, 
consider the following in your mid-year assessment: 

Did you complete a new community service project?
How many new members did you recruit? 
Did you lose any members? 
How many younger members do you now have?
Do you have a good mix of men and women?
Are your reports on time? 
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DISTRICT CONVENTION
Are your reports on time?
Are your dues paid on time?
Do you have orientations for new members?
Are Lions in your club being trained to be leaders?
Are all of your members engaged and active in 
service?
Are new ideas encouraged?
Do you have informative and FUN meetings?
Is your community aware of who you are and how 
you serve?

Now is the time to update your goals and plan of 
action to ACHIEVE SUCCESS for the next six months. 
Remember when the going gets tough, the TOUGH 
GET GOING!

http://www.district4l5.org/


1 S T  V D G  R O N  C H A R L E S T O N  &  V I T A  C H A R L E S T O N

Leaders are individuals who establish direction for working 
group of individuals, who gain commitment from these groups 
to this direction, and who motivate these members to achieve 
the direction's outcome. Jay Conger "Learning to Lead"
Through varied methods, leadership is mobilizing the actions 
and efforts of others to achieve common goals. 
Why do you want to become a Lions Leader?
 * You enjoy managing change 
 * You want to contribute to your community
 * Others turn to you for leadership or direction
 * Leadership experience is valuable
 * You want to gain skills
 * Your club needs new leaders 
If you can identify with any of the above reasons, then you 
need to register for the up-coming Lions Leadership Institute 
on March 23-25 in Rancho Cucamonga. If those dates will be 
work with your schedule, then there is another LLI in 
Northern California on January 26-28 in Santa Rosa. The cost 
is $300 double occupancy, $420 single occupancy which 
includes room, meals (except breakfast), materials, and the 
opportunity to meet and make new acquaintances/friends 
from throughout the region. Upon completion and sending a 
copy of the completion certificate you will receive $150 back 
from Lions District 4-L5. 

Applications to attend the MD-4 
Lions Leadership Institute can be 
downloaded at www.md4lions.org

Lions & Leadership
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Please register as soon as possible 
as space is limited to 60 Lions in 
Rancho Cucamonga (registration 
closes 2/28/2019), and 40 Lions in 
Santa Maria (registration closes 
12/31/2018). Our goal is to have at 
least 20 Lions/Leos from District 
4-L5 attend and complete the Lions 
Leadership Institute. Happily we 
are half way there, and several 
more district Lions have expressed 
interest in attending. Remember 
upon completion and submitting 
your certificate you will be 
reimbursed $150 from District 4-L5.
 
Ron Charleston
1st Vice District Governor
Lions District 4-L5

Learn more about Lions and Leadership in member resources on www.lionsclubs.org



A a man was passing some elephants, he suddenly 
stopped, confused by the fact that these huge creatures 
were being held by only a small rope tied to their front 
leg. No chains, no cages. It was obvious that the 
elephants could, at anytime, break away from their 
bonds but for some reason, they did not.  He saw a 
trainer nearby and asked why these animals just stood 
there and made no attempt to get away. “Well,”the  
trainer said, “when they are very young and much 
smaller we use the same size rope to tie them and, at 
that age, it’s enough to hold them. As they grow up, they 
are conditioned to believe they cannot break away. They 
believe the rope can still hold them, so they never try to 
break free.” The man was amazed. These animals could at 
any time break free from their bonds but because they 
believed they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they 
were. Like the elephants, how many of us go through life 
hanging onto a belief that we cannot do something, 
simply because we failed at it once before? Failure is part 
of learning; we should never give up the struggle in life. 
As the new year begins do not let the ideas from the 
previous years hold us back.

TH
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2 N D   V D G  P H I L  B U R C H  &  L I O N  B R I A N  F L A N N I G A N
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Breaking Free
by 2nd VDG Phil Burch 

WE SERVE
Together

Here is what happens when clubs share 
their impact. By reporting clubs captivate 
and connect with other clubs around the 
world. From a single pair of eyeglasses to 
a brand-new examination bed at Loma 
Linda Pediatric Ophthalmology 
department, reporting shines a light on 
how and where local Lions Clubs are 
making a difference across the world.  
Clear, relevant service data ensures 
people in need know exactly where to go 
for help. 
Reporting increases global awareness 
because service data helps people 
understand the needs of communities 
around the world.  Global-minded Lions 
identify opportunities and lead their local 
communities into action. 
Reporting paves the way to partnerships 
by providing tangible evidence to 
prospective partners of Lions 
International’s global engagement and 
impact.  These relationships strengthen 
the organization and yield benefits at the 
local level. Reporting uncovers the next 
big idea because service activities are 
scalable, one small service project can 
become the next signature initiative of the 
organization: but on it is reported and 
promoted by Lions!

Global Service Update

-PDG Ken Reed

Why Reporting Service 
Matters?
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District Governor's Project

W o r l d  S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  B l i n d
 

Although 21-year-old Anne was born with Leber’s disease, a 

genetic condition that causes blindness, her mom didn’t see 

blindness as an excuse that her daughter shouldn’t do 

everything she could.  From space camp to studying theater 

at her performing arts high school, Anne enjoyed a fulfilling 

and creative upbringing in Buffalo, New York. 

   Anne arrived at World Services for the Blind a few days after 

earning her bachelor’s in English.  She heard about WSB from 

her state counselor, who recommended our programs 

because she knew that Anne was concerned about finding a 

job after graduation.  “I think one of the hardest things about 

being blind is feeling like you have to work twice as hard to 

prove that you’re a competent individual,” she says.  “Most of 

my struggles have been related to that, especially when I was 

younger; and now—if I’m, being honest—trying to be ‘normal’, 

even though I haven’t exactly figured out what that is yet.” 

  Ann was accepted into one of our IRS programs, and 

graduated last fall.  “I was in the CCR program with the 

amazing Sheria Herren, the best instructor and friend anyone 

could have ever asked for.”  Since graduation, Anne has been 

working with the IRS as a contact collection representative.  

“I love the people I work with.  They have gone above and 

beyond making me feel comfortable,” she says.  “I have 

started a career-learning plan, and I hope to advance in the 

ranks.”  And as an added bonus, she was hired to work in the 

IRS’ Buffalo office, which has allowed her to stay near her 

friends and family. 

  

 

About her time at WSB, she says it was 

definitely an “experience like no 

other.”  “I feel like the people I met 

there, especially those in my classes, 

have become friends for the life.  We 

bonded over the struggles we faced 

and shared in our triumphs.”

When asked what life might have been 

like if she wasn’t able to come to WSB, 

Anne says she’s not sure.  “I know one 

thing: I probably would never have 

known about the opportunities 

available to me.  And I would have lost 

out on meeting some amazing people,” 

she says.  “I just want to thank 

everyone who makes WSB possible.  I 

wasn’t sure if I’d even find a job after 

college, and now I not only have a 

stable job, but a career as well.”

 

 

 O p e n i n g  e y e s  t o  n e w  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
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CLUB PROJECTS

Blythe

Blythe Lions had a very successful 
Street Fair for residents of Blythe 
and donated $250.   They added two 
new Lion members and four 
members were recognized for their 
years of service.  Go Blythe!

Yucaipa Valley

Yucaipa Valley Lions Lion Michele 
volunteered for the 3rd year helping 
at the Diabetes Camp!  Lost and 
Found and Medical Supply pick ups 
continue to redistribute to those in 
need.  The Adopt-A- Highway 
monthly clean up continues and 
next up it the Yucaipa Rodeo and the 
Tails and Trails Dog Walk Fundraiser 
for YAPS birthday celebration.

Cali-Caipa Nooners

Cali-Caipa Lions have been busy. In 
addition to participating in the 
Calimesa Christmas parade with 
Calimesa Breakfast Lions they also 
presented a check to Yucaipa High 
and fed the hungry.

Chuckwalla

Desert Center Chuchwalla Lions 
BBQ in Joshua Tree park was great. 
Their pancake breakfast and ice 
cream social is always a hit for the 
city wide Peace Poster judging.

Nuview

In addition to monthly Community 
Bingo, the Nuview Lions had a 
successful pancake breakfast with 
Santa and were able to provide 
holidays meals to families.

Palm Springs Calimesa Breakfast

The Palm Springs Lions sponsored 
this years " Santa Paws 5K" with over 
600 runners dressed in Santa suits. 
The money raised from this event 
benefit The Guide Dogs of the 
Desert.

The Lions of Calimesa held a 
clothing drive in conjunction with 
their monthly e-waste collection. 
Clothing collected will be donated to 
local organizations who serve those 
in need.

Apple Valley

The Apple Valley Lions were able to 
donate 11 Christmas trees to families 
in need this holiday season through 
their Christmas Tree Project.

D i s t r i c t  4 L 5  L i o n s  i n  t h e  R o s e  P a r a d e

Rialto Host

Rialto Host Lions participated in 
their local Christmas Parade, held a 
bake sale, delivered food, and hosted 
a successful pancake breakfast.
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SAN JACINTO LIONS CELEBRATE THEIR 90TH ANNIVERSARY

San Jacinto Lions Club



P C C  M a r y  R y n e a r s o n  &  W o m e n ' s  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C h a i r  E l v e r a  B o r d e r s

2 0 1 8  W o m e n  i n  L i o n s  
W o r k s h o p

A p p l e  V a l l e y  L i o n s  
D a w n  &  A l i c e - F a y e
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The New Voices Initiative 
celebrates women’s 
contributions to Lions Clubs 
International as it welcomes its 
first female International 
President. This initiative 
promotes gender parity by 
focusing on increasing the 
number of women in Lions 
Clubs, as well as closing the 
gap between men and women 
in leadership positions.
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Murrieta Lions

Victorville Tree LightingDistrict Christmas Party

Blue & Gold Bowling Challenge
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Women's Workshop

Highland Lions

Women's Workshop

Rose Parade
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN 4-L5
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN 4-L5
Important Dates To Remember

Calimesa Breakfast 02/09/19 @ 6:30 
PM Bob's Big Boy
Yucaipa Valley 02/11/19
Cali-Caipa 02/13/19 @ 7:00 PM

Saturday, Feb. 23rd - District Meeting @ MSJC 

Library

Monday, Feb. 25th - Last day to host a club 

Student Speaker Contest

Saturday, March 2nd - Melvin Jones 

Luncheon

May 16th - 18th - District 4L5 Convention

Club Student Speaker Contest
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